“From the FALL to the FINISH” ~ Lesson 7
[bookmark: _Hlk52887858]“How did the disciples respond to the teachings of Christ?
[bookmark: _Hlk50983011]Matthew 26: 28 For this is my blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
Hebrew 9:16-17 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the TESTATOR. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

· So, there must first be A DEATH before “the last WILL and TESTAMENT” of Jesus Christ could become a legal covenant for the beneficiary!

Matthew 5: 17-18  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  

The purpose of Jesus Christ was to bring REDEMPTION to those who desire a Savior.

There are 27 Books in the New Testament 
8 Writers  
ONE Author… 
100 years of history 
John 7:37-39 
37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
38 He that believeth on me,  
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: 
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given: because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

Isaiah 53:1-12, 
1 “…to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?”
2  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 
· and as a root out of a dry ground: 
· he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, 
· there is no beauty that we should desire him.
3  He is despised and rejected of men; 
· a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: 
· and we hid as it were our faces from him; 
· he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
5  But he was wounded for our transgressions,
· he was bruised for our iniquities: 
· the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
· and with his stripes we are healed.
6  All we like sheep have gone astray; 
· we have turned every one to his own way; 
· and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
· he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
·  and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
· so he openeth not his mouth.
8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: 
· and who shall declare his generation? 
· for he was cut off out of the land of the living: 
· for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
· because he had done no violence, 
· neither was any deceit in his mouth.
10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; 
· he hath put him to grief: 
· when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
· he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
· and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
· Zechariah 12:10, Daniel 9:24,   

John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
Acts 1:3-5   
3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, 
being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
· (“speaking of the things” is “PLURAL”
· (The conversation was more than just BELIEVING in Jesus Christ! 
4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for THE PROMISE of the Father, 
which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
5  For John truly baptized with water; 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
· God never uses PRESUMPTIONS… He always uses PROMISES.

Luke 24:44-53
44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses,  and in the prophets,  and in the psalms,  
CONCERNING ME. 
45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,  
46 And said unto them, thus it is written, and thus it behoved  
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:
· the TWO ingredients
47 And that repentance, And remission of sins should be preached in his NAME 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 
49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: 
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until  ye be ENDUED with POWER from on high.
50 – 53 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
53 And were continually in the temple, PRAISING and BLESSING God. Amen. 

Acts 2: 1-4 
1  when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
· “Pentecost” is the feast of “THE FIRST FRUITS” of their harvest!!
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
Acts 2:38-41
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, 
· “Why would anyone NOT want the promise of the Spirit of God?”
1. Many are AFRAID of the unknown…
2. And many will never surrender to something they cannot CONTROL! 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 
This Jesus you have crucified is LORD of the Old Testament… 
and MESSIAH of the New Testament (verse 36).

They were convicted by this comment and replied: “WHAT SHALL WE DO?”  
(Verse 38) the THREE step process into the Kingdom of God:
1. REPENT,
2. and Be BAPTIZED every one of you in the Name of JESUS CHRIST 
a. (Why is baptism in the name of Jesus Christ so important?) 
b. It is for “the REMISSION of sins”, 
3. and you SHALL receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. [Acts 2:38]
 
And the response was… 
3,000 souls were baptized by WATER and SPIRIT, 
into the first New Testament church that day.
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